AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN
Fargo-Moorhead Branch
November/December 2006
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, AAUW 



 

AAUW celebrates 125 years of existence on November 28, 2006!

 

 

    NOVEMBER BRANCH MEETING
 

Because of a scheduling conflict, the programs reported in the booklet for November and December will be reversed.  Our November program will be entitled "Telling Our Stories."  Those who have been AAUW members for 40 years or more or have been involved in women's equity issues for some time will be interviewed by one of our newer and younger members, Fern Elofson.  Fern would like this to be an introduction to identifying some stories that can be put together in a video later that will show the contributions that area AAUW members have made to women's rights.  This fits right into the celebration of 125 years of AAUW!  

 

In preparation for the meeting, think about the following questions:

 

When and why did you join AAUW?

What were the major concerns of women at that time?

What were the first women's rights concerns you had and what made them important to you?

What role did you see AAUW play in addressing those concerns?

What changes do you see in regards to women's issues today and the way in which AAUW or women's equity groups are addressing them?

What would you like to see the AAUW of the future become?

 

The meeting will be held at the Fargo Fryin' Pan, at 5:30 p.m., Monday, November 20.  We will order dinner from the menu.

 

 

DECEMBER BRANCH MEETING
 

Our December meeting will be held on Monday, December 4, 5:30 p.m., at the Fargo Fryin'Pan Restaurant.  The program will be a facilitated group discussion of Racism in Our Community.  Kristin Behrens, who works with the YWCA Empowering Girls and Hallmarks Programs, will coordinate the discussion.

 

Legal Advocacy Fund Donations:  We will be taking donations for the Legal Advocacy  Fund at the December meeting.  However, if you will be unable to attend the meeting, please send your donations to Phyllis  Boatman, 507 24th Ave. S., Fargo, 58103.  She needs to send the donations to the state by December 15.

 

BOOK CLUBS
 

The Fargo Book Club will discuss Animals in Transition, by Temple Grandin, on Monday, November 27, 7:30 p.m., at the home of Lorna Williams, 3111 Broadway #316A, Fargo.  Martha DiCicco will be the discussion leader.

 

The Moorhead Literature Group will discuss The Number One Ladies' Detective Agency, by Alexander McCall Smith, on Monday, December 4, at 7 p.m.  The hostess is Bobbe Shreve, 3401 Evergreen Rd., Fargo, 235-6534.
 

 

USED BOOK SALE THANKS!
 

Thanks so much to Sara Lindberg and Noell Reinhiller, the co-chairs of the recent Book Sale.  Thanks also to everyone who worked--gathering and donating books, telephoning, sorting, selling and buying.  The total gross for the sale was $2,443.10, but there will be some expenses.  The 2005 total gross was $2,467, and the net was $2,180.  We had 40 boxes of books left at the end of the sale.  We were unable to contact the book seller who has taken the leftover books other years, and the person contacted to pick up the leftovers this year and dispose of them did not materialize.  Phyllis Boatman suggested taking them to a thrift store.  Thanks to Sara Lindberg and her husband, Don, who hauled three carloads of leftovers to the Moorhead Salvation Army store, located a couple blocks from Moorhead Center Mall!  Thankfully, we were able to recycle the books; however, we don't know if this will be a permanent solution.  If you know of an organization that might be willing to take our leftover books in 2007, please contact Sara or Noell.

 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
 

Welcome to Mary Carlson and Elizabeth (Betsy) Birmingham who were Members at Large and have now joined the branch. Their addresses are as follows:

 

Mary E. Carlson

3011 18th St. S.

Fargo, ND 58102

C: 701-729-8651

 

Elizabeth (Betsy) Birmingham

1418 6th St. S.

Fargo, ND 58103

701-239-1065

Elizabeth.Birmingham@ndsu.edu
 

 

THANK YOU
 

We received this thank you note in August.  "A belated thank you for the continuous sponsorships AAUW Fargo/Moorhead has been so faithfully giving to the women of 'A Woman's Perspective Multimedia Art Exhibition.'  We are especially excited to announce that the event will be extended by one month and two months earlier--January - March, 2007.  Thanks to the great women of AAUW, this event is a reality for over 150 visual artists, musicians, writers and teachers.  With gratitude, Vicki Jo Bogart"

 

 

GRANT PROPOSAL
 

Maureen Kelly Jonason is interested in our branch writing a proposal for a $10,000 grant to help fund Mujeres Unidas' new building.  This is a non-profit organization in Moorhead working for Hispanic women and girls.  She would be willing to work on the writing, but would like our approval at the November meeting.  Come and vote and volunteer to help with this project if it is approved.

 

 

EXPANDING YOUR HORIZONS REQUEST
 

Expanding Your Horizons is a program for 7th, 8th, and 9th grade young women sponsored by NDSU in cooperation with MSUM, Concordia, and the VA Hospital.  It will take place on April 21, 2007.  They hope to help overcome a history of limited participation by women in careers involving the sciences and mathematics by developing the career interest of junior high girls.  If there are members who would like to volunteer by helping at the event or by donating an item that could be used as a door prize, call Martha DiCicco (280-9443) or let her know at the November meeting.

 

 

RUNNING FOR POLITICAL OFFICE WORKSHOP
 

The Women's Network of the Red River Valley is sponsoring a workshop for women interested in running for political office.  It will be Tuesday, November 14, from 6 - 8 p.m. at the Townsite Center, 810 4th Ave. S., Room 100 in Moorhead.  Those who have "been there" will help guide you.  Panelists include Esther Allen, Sonia Hohnadel, Arlette Preston, Lauri Winterfeldt-Shanks, and Diane Wray  Williams.  Register by calling 233-2737 or e-mailing wnrrv@wnrrv.org.

 

 

CHANGES AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL
By Martha DiCicco

 

The AAUW Board of  Directors and the AAUW Foundation Board of Directors held an historic joint meeting in Washington, DC, October 13-15, 2006.  The joint meeting was designed to reflect on member input with regard to the Strategic Process and to determine how to move AAUW forward into the future.  Among the historic decisions made at this meeting were adopted mission and vision statements.

 

Mission Statement:  AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research.

 

Vision Statement:  AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls.

 

They also adopted the three Principles for Change that will guide the work to come.

    1.  Commit to a single mission as the cornerstone of the organization.

    2.  Transform the organizations' demographic composition.

    3.  Undertake a strategic restructuring of both the Association and  Foundation that directly supports achievement of the mission and vision.

 

I am sure that there will be more in Outlook Magazine and on the website in the following months.

 

 

AAUW NATIONAL CONVENTION
 

The AAUW National Convention will be June 29 - July 2 in Phoenix, Arizona.  This should be an interesting convention with changes being suggested by the strategic planning of the past two years.  Several Fargo-Moorhead members have attended in the past.  We do not have money in our budget to help send people, but if you have the money to go, it should be a great experience.  Go to the website www.aauw.org for more information.

 

 

ACTION ALERT
 

The September/October issue of Action Alert, AAUW's bi-monthly public policy newsletter, is now available online.  You can find past issues online in the Action Alert archives.  Go to www.aauw.org and type in Action Alert.  You will need your member number (found on your Outlook magazine) or from Phyllis Boatman, treasurer.

 

 

ACTION NETWORK
 

Action Network is a convenient and effective way to pressure Congress to act on equity for women and girls.  The more people in the network, the more effective AAUW will be.  Anyone can sign up for Action Network--members and non-members.  Go to www.aauw.org and sign up.

 

 

E-MAIL ADDRESS CHANGE
 

Please make the following e-mail address change for Mary Markland:  mjmarkland@cableone.net
 

 

 

JANUARY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
 

The deadline for information to be included in the January newsletter is Monday, December 18, 2006.  Information may be mailed to Bonnie Bernardy, 1813 S. 7th Street, Fargo, ND 58103; e-mailed to Bonniebernardy@aol.com; or you may reach me by phone at 235-7741 (h) or 235-6688 (w).
