AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN
Fargo-Moorhead Branch

March, 2009

Bonnie Bernardy is our usual newsletter editor but is unable to do the newsletter in March and April.  
March 16 Meeting
The meeting features Babs Coler of Microsoft telling us about the Microsoft DigiGirlz Camp – an international three day technology camp for girls ages 13-17.  This certainly fits into the AAUW emphasis on encouraging the interest of girls in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) activities.  We will meet at 6 PM at the Fargo Fryin’ Pan restaurant.  We order off the menu and the program follows.  Sandy and Barbara Sidler will be our hosts and Sharon Markland will read a poem by a woman poet.

Book Club Meetings
The Fargo Book Club will meet March 23 at 7:30 at the home of Sara Lindberg, 322 Elmwood Avenue S.    Bonnie Bernardy will lead in the discussion of The Late Homecomer: A Hmong Family Memoir.   If you plan to attend for the first time, call Sara at 232-7932.  Note that this originally was the April book.  The April book will be Bad Land.
The Moorhead Book Club will meet April 6 and discuss A Skeleton in God’s Closet.  They will meet at 7 PM at the home of Helen Rudie,
One Second St. S. #3-107.  Her phone number is 232-1794.

Congratulations to Bonnie Bernardy who recently retired.  She had been working for the Episcopal Diocese.

Our sympathy to Malika Carter whose mother died recently.  Malika works at NDSU in the Cultural Diversity Center.

Thank you to Irene Hogan for donating our door prize for the Expanding Your Horizons Workshop in April at NDSU.
Pay Negotiation Skills

AAUW is working in collaboration with the Women’s Network of the Red River Valley to put on some pay negotiation skills workshops in the community and in local colleges.  The Network received a grant from the Women’s Fund of the Fargo Moorhead Area Foundation in order to do this.  The activities will take place on Monday and Tuesday, April 27 and 28.  Pay Equity Day is April 28 this year so the timing is very significant. In addition, this fits into the new AAUW Keep the Change until Woman Have Real Change in response to the news that women are now one penny closer to men’s salaries – women make 78 cents to the men’s dollar. Annie Houle is coming from the national WageSmart program to present these workshops.  The community event will be Monday, April 27, 5:30 to 8 PM with a light meal.  More information will follow in the April newsletter.

One of our new members, Ashley Peterson, chairs the committee working on these events as part of the WNRRV Women and the Workplace committee.

College…It Can Work for You Workshop

Our seventh annual free workshop will be held this year on March 30 from 5:30 to 8 PM at Carl Ben Eielson Middle School on 13th Avenue S. in Fargo.  There will be a light meal followed by workshops and time to visit with representatives from all of the local colleges.  If you know of a woman who is thinking about beginning college or going back to college at a later than average age, please mention this program to her.  Participants should register through Community Education in Moorhead.  If you would like to provide a pan of bars for this event, call Irene Hogan at 233-0387.  Or, if you would like to attend and see for yourself what happens, feel free to do that. 
North Dakota Annual Meeting

The ND annual meeting will be in Devils Lake this year beginning the afternoon of Friday, May 1 and ending at 2 PM, Saturday, May 2.  Julie Garrett, a dual member of the Fargo-Moorhead and Mayville-Hillsboro branches is the state president and will preside at this meeting.   One of our guests will be Linda Bors from Omaha who will speak to us about changes that will be voted on at the national convention in June in St. Louis.  One of the items discussed will be:  Should woman who believe in our mission but are not college graduates be able to join AAUW?  There will also be a discussion on proposed bylaw changes making the organization much more flexible.  Here is a chance to talk about some of these things with a national resource person who can discuss the rationale.  We will car pool and share hotel rooms as much as possible.  If you are interested in attending, please see or contact Martha DiCicco.
Minnesota Annual Meeting/Convention

The Minnesota annual convention will be April 24-26 in Owatonna.  MN members should have received registration forms.  You are asked to register by March 31 and to reserve a hotel room by March 24.  Call Margaret Callsen for more information at 235-4150.
Annual Meeting Baskets
Each branch has been asked to bring two  baskets to the ND annual meeting for a silent auction – an LAF basket and an EF Book and Beverage basket.  Sara and Noell have volunteered to put together one of the baskets with a Mexican theme coming out of their trip to Mexico this winter.  Would someone like to put together the other basket?  If so, see Martha.  In addition an added feature this year is an invitation for branch members to contribute unique items.  Maybe you knit items or have a picture you have painted you would like to contribute.  These will be auctioned off as well.  Let your imagination add to the success of this silent auction in which the proceeds benefit so many women and girls.

Mujeres Unidas/AAUW Study Group
This group continues to meet in order to find ways to impact the low graduation rates of Hispanic youth in Moorhead.  We have decided to have parent partners between the two groups.  If you might be interested in being a parent partner see Jan Jackson, Gini Duval, Noell Reinhiller, Martha DiCicco, Mel Gaebe,  Malin Ellstrom-Evarts, or Mary Markland who are members of this group.
