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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN
Fargo-Moorhead Branch

March 2008

MARCH BRANCH MEETING

In celebration of March as Women’s History Month, the program for our March 17 Branch Meeting will be a panel of immigrant daughters talking about generational and cultural differences.  There will be some planned questions for the panelists and a chance for you to ask questions as well.  We will meet at 6 p.m. at the Fargo Fryin’ Pan Restaurant for dinner from the menu, and the program will follow the meal.
BOOK CLUBS
The Fargo Book Club will meet at 7:30 p.m., Monday, March 24, at the home of Martha DiCicco, 1801 Third St. N., Fargo (280-9443), to discuss The Whistling Season, by Ivan Doig.  Note that this location is a change from the printed brochure.  Sara Lindberg will lead the discussion.

The Moorhead Literature Group will discuss The Glass Castle, by Jeanette Walls on Monday, April 7, at 7 p.m.  The hostess is Irene Hogan, 503 S. 7th St., Moorhead (233-0387).
The books for both groups are available at Zandbroz at a 10% discount.
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Please welcome the following new members to our branch and add their contact information to your list of members:

Fargo Branch:

Ruth Stefonowicz

642 12 ½ Ave. E

West Fargo, ND 58078-3058

BS Dickinson State University 1978

stefonow@cableone.net
Moorhead Branch:

Lysa Ringquist

1517 4th Ave. S.

Moorhead, MN 56560

AA MSU-Moorhead 1987

lysapearl@gmail.com
“PAY EQUALTY EVE” APRIL MEETING

Our April Branch Meeting will be a public program co-sponsored by AAUW and several other women’s groups in the community focused on issues of unequal pay—women still make 77 cents to a man’s dollar!  Nationally, AAUW has taken a leadership role in bringing attention to this discrimination and potential solutions to the problem.  Thanks to Bobbe Shreve, Mel Gaede, Jan Jackson, and Michele Olsonoski Carney of the Red River Valley Women’s Network for working with Martha DiCicco on the program.  It will be held at the YWCA from 6:30 to 8:00 on Monday evening, April 21.  There will be light refreshments, but not a meal.

COLLEGE….IT CAN WORK FOR YOU WORKSHOP

Thanks to Mary Markland, Irene Hogan, Robyne Williams, Margaret Callsen and Martha DiCicco, who have been working to plan our sixth annual workshop which will be held on Saturday morning, March 29, at Carl Ben Eielson Middle School, 1601 13th Ave. S. in Fargo from 9 – 11:30 a.m.  We now have seven local colleges and universities working with us, as well as other sponsors.  The workshop is designed for women who are interested in beginning or going back to college at a later age.  Please tell others about this free experience, which will hopefully help them get their questions answered and encourage them to go to college.  We know that attending college helps decrease the pay equality gap between men and women.
NORTH DAKOTA ANNUAL MEETING—PLAN TO ATTEND

The ND Annual Meeting will be in Dickinson on April 18 and 19.  We will leave Friday morning and return Saturday evening.  The Dickinson people have put together an interesting program for us with a banquet speaker, a panel of women activists, and a talk by Kristin Hedger—a young political activist.  In addition, we will have a national AAUW board member in attendance—Linda Bors—who will present the leadership modules from the Association that will point us in the direction of revitalizing AAUW for these times.  We will watch and then discuss short video segments, which should provide an excellent way for us to determine how we can become involved in the mission of AAUW.  We did not get enough interest across the state in a bus, but we can travel together by car.  Let Martha DiCicco know soon if you plan to go so you can reserve  your motel room.  Registration for the convention is $65, and the room at the Comfort Inn is $62.99 (but rooms can be shared).

MINNESOTA RAFFLE TICKETS

Minnesota AAUW is holding its annual raffle to benefit the Educational Foundation.  Tickets for the raffle, which cost $5.00, will be available from Margaret Callsen at the March Branch Meeting.  First prize is a 1-night stay at Cagun’s Resort in Brainerd with dinner for two at Iven’s on the Bay.  Second prize is $300 and third prize is $100.  The drawing will be held at the annual convention in St. Paul on April 26.
WOMAN OF DISTINCTION TO BE SELECTED

We are invited by the ND State AAUW to submit the name of an AAUW member as a Woman of Distinction.  The criteria are:  

· AAUW member

· Promotes women’s and girls’ issues

· Served as an officer of a local branch as well as on the state board

· Attendee at regional and/or national conferences

· Participant in leadership development within the state of ND

· Recognized within the community and/or state as a leader

The nomination must be submitted by April 1, 2008, and at least one person from the state will be awarded his honor at the state annual meeting.  You may nominate someone at the March meeting.
VALUES PROMISE FOR A REVITALIZED AAUW FUTURE

The boards of the Association and Educational Foundation met recently and began working to consolidate activities and the mission of working together to lead AAUW toward a revitalized future.  At the core of the work of the boards was the unanimous commitment to the following Values Promise:  “By joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks through educational and economic barriers so all women have a fair chance.”

WOMEN’S NETWORK NEEDS

Leah Wohlsdorf, the new program assistant for the ND Women’s Network, sent a note to Martha listing some of their needs.  They would like to have statewide representation on all of their committees.  The committees include the one that plans the annual meeting held in June, public relations, sustainability/budget, legislative/policy and membership.  See Martha DiCicco at the March meeting if you are interested to know more.
HUMAN TRAFFICKING:  BODY & SOLD

Soroptimist International of Moorhead and Soroptimist International of Fargo, with support from MSU-Moorhead Women’s Center, FMCT, Theatre B and the Rape and Abuse Crisis Center, will present Body & Sold, a documentary readers’ theatre play written by Deborah Lake Fortson, originally produced by  Tempest Productions Inc. at the Boston Playwrights Theatre.

Body & Sold is a play that seeks to dispel the belief that “sex trafficking” happens only in foreign countries and show that, more often than not, it happens in our own back yards.  Six girls and two boys tell how they left home and were seduced, lured or kidnapped into a life of prostitution, the daily violence in “the life,” how they escaped, and their struggle to survive.  In presenting Body & Sold, Soroptimist Clubs of Fargo & Moorhead hope to promote community dialog and spark cultural change.  Ninety percent of the profit will go to our local Rape and Abuse Crisis Center.  The remaining 10% will go to Tempest Productions Inc. to help them bring this message to the rest of America.
The first showing will be at 7:30 p.m., April 23, at Weld Hall (Minnesota State Univesity-Moorhead).  You will also be able to see it at 7:30 p.m., April 25 and 26, at FMCT.  There will be a panel-led discussion after the play each night.  Tickets are $8 for adults and $4 for students.  (There will also be a freewill offering for those who want to help more.)
For additional information, contact Maureen Kelly Jonason at 218-299-3741 or 701-232-7313 or jonason@cord.edu or Judy Strong at 218-236-5412 or strong@mnstate.edu
APRIL NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

The deadline for information to be included in the April newsletter is Wednesday, April 9, 2008.  You may e-mail me at Bonniebernardy@aol.com or call me at 235-7741 (h) or 235-6688 (w).
