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FEBRUARY BRANCH MEETING

Our February meeting features Christie Jacobson, a Fargo Police Officer.  She will be talking with us about her own personal story, her work as a liaison officer with the immigrant community in Fargo and in working as a female in what has generally been seen as a male occupation.  The meeting will be held on Monday, February 16, 6 p.m., at the Fargo Fryin’ Pan, 302 Main Avenue.  Maureen Kelly Jonason will be our greeter, and Irene Hogan will read our monthly poem written by a woman.
BOOK CLUBS

The Fargo Book Club will discuss the book, Barefoot Heart:  Sories of a Migrant  Child, by Elva Trevino Hart, on Monday, February 23, at 7:30 p.m.  Lorna Williams  will lead the discussion, and Martha DiCicco, 1801 Third St., N. Fargo, 232-2701, will be the hostess.

NOTE THE FOLLOWING CHANGE:  The Fargo Book Club will discuss The Latehomecomer:  A Hmong Family Memoir, by Kao Kalia Yang on Monday, March 23, and Bad Land, by Jonathan Raban on Monday, April 27.  This is a change from the schedule listed in the membership pamphlet.
The Moorhead Literature Group will meet at 7 p.m. on Monday, March 2, to discuss the book, To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee.  Hazel Scott, 1327 14th Ave. S., Moorhead, 233-7198, is the hostess.
VOLUNTEER NEEDED TO DO AAUW NEWSLETTER IN MARCH & APRIL
A volunteer/s is needed to put out the March and April AAUW newsletters.  You do not need to write the articles.  Martha DiCicco and other members are very good about providing material for the newsletter.  I will furnish mailing labels for the members who get the newsletter by regular mail and will also furnish a list of e-mail addresses for those who get it by e-mail.  If you would be able to help, please contact Bonnie Bernardy at Bonniebernardy@aol.com or 235-7741 (h) or 235-6688 (w).

WELCOME!

We are happy to welcome two new members:  Ashley Peterson, a social worker at Cass County Social Services, and Dr. Michelle Malott, a professor at MSUM.  Ashley can be reached at apm_ashley@yahoo.com (that is an underscore between apm and Ashley) and Michelle at malottmi@mnstate.edu
EF-LAF SILENT AUCTION

This year the ND Annual Meeting will be in Devils Lake on May 1-2.  As previously, each branch is asked to bring an LAF basket and an EF Book-and-Beverage Basket to the meeting.  These will be placed in a silent auction with the proceeds being sent to EF and LAF.  An added feature this year is an invitation for branch members to contribute unique items to the auction.  Perhaps you knit or crochet items, quilt, have homemade jellies, paint or ?????  Those can also be donated.  If you have items that would work for any of these purposes, please let Martha know at a meeting or by e-mail or phone.

A WOMAN’S PERSPECTIVE ON HOME
Between January 15 and March 30, there will be visual, literary and performing art shows and related exhibits taking place under the theme “A Woman’s Perspective on Home.”  Contemporary and traditional log cabin quilts will be on display at the Hjemkomst Center and Fiber Art by the Designing Quilters at One Oak Place.  There will be classes offered by Moorhead Community Education, a quilting workshop and a watercolor techniques workshop.  For more details on time and place go to awp.handworks.org.  AAUW is one of the co-sponsors of this event.

NATIONAL AAUW CONVENTION

The National AAUW Convention this year will be in St. Louis, MO, June 26-28.  There are several local members who are planning to attend.  You can register online.  Let Martha DiCicco or Margaret Callsen know if you plan to attend.  Possibly there could be some carpooling.  This will be an important convention with a proposed bylaws change which would make the organization much more flexible and ready to move into the future.  The proposed bylaws are now on the AAUW website under the Member Center.  Connie Hildebrand, state and national public policy chair, is running for National Director at Large.

35 UNDER 35 WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP PROGRAM

The 35 Under 35 Women’s Leadership Program is supported by a grant from Dakota Medical Foundaion and is spearheaded by United Way of Cass WELL (Women Enhancing Lives Through Leadership).  AAUW is one of the co-sponsors of this six-session program taking place from January through March.  On February 4, Martha DiCicco and Margaret Callsen were able to tell the young women about AAUW, put up a display, introduce the speakers, and assist with the logistics of the event.  One of our new members, Malin Ellstrom-Evarts was chosen as one of the participants in this training.
DONATION OPPORTUNITY

The North Dakota Women’s Network is providing a hand-on-learning experience for North Dakota women in the State Capitol on February 11, 2009, called We Rise: Women Empowered.  They are planning for 150 participants, and several of our members are planning to be part of this experience.  Even though it costs $55 per participant, the Women’s Network is hoping to get donations so that everyone can go without financial concerns.  If you would like to donate to this cause, send your donation to the ND Women’s Network, 418 E. Rosser, Suite 100, Bismarck, ND 58501

DIGI GIRLS

In March, Babs Coler from Microsoft will speak about Digi Girls, their international computer camp for girls.  Since fewer women are getting degrees in computer science now, this camp teaches the importance of technology-based careers for the future.  Getting girls on a career track early seems to be a good idea.  Monday, March 16, at 6:00 p.m. at the Fargo Fryin’ Pan is where you can hear about the girls in headsets talking to girls in Sweden.

MARCH NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

The deadline for articles or information to be included in the March newsletter is Monday, March 2.  Information may be e-mailed to Martha Dicicco at marthavd@msn.com, and she will pass it on to the person doing the newsletter. 
